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Phonetic Variation across and within Languages: 
How do Lexicon, Prosody, and Cross-Linguistic Differences Matter? 
 
Date & Time:  January 31, 2016, 13:00 – 17:10 
Location:  The Hall of Building 18, Komaba Campus, The University of Tokyo 
       http://www.u-tokyo.ac.jp/campusmap/map02_02_j.html 
       http://www.u-tokyo.ac.jp/campusmap/cam02_01_17_j.html 
Sponsor:  The Phonetic Society of Japan 
          JSPS Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research, Grant Numbers 25370443, 

 26370508, 15K02492 
 
Description: 
     In this international workshop, talks will be given on a broad range of topics that can 
loosely be tied together under the common theme “phonetic variation across and within 
languages”.  Phonetic variation, i.e., changes in the phonetic realization of an utterance, 
can take place in many forms: it may happen within a particular language in different 
phonological or discourse contexts, it may happen across languages when a word is borrowed 
into another language as a loanword, and it may happen when a non-native speaker with 
different proficiency levels tries to produce or perceive words in a second language.  
Phonetic variation may also occur at many levels, e.g., at the segmental or prosodic level.  
Talks in this workshop will address these issues surrounding phonetic variation from a 
variety of perspectives, using data from various languages. 
 
Program: 
13:00 – 13:10 Opening remarks 
 
13:10 – 13;50 Mafuyu Kitahara (Waseda University) 

Production and perception of flaps by Japanese learners of English 
 
13:55 – 14:35 Keiichi Tajima (Hosei University) 

Japanese listeners’ perception of English words that contrast in syllable 
count 

 
14:40 – 15:20 Kiyoko Yoneyama (Daito Bunka University) and  

Benjamin Munson (University of Minnesota) 
The influence of lexical characteristics and talker accent on the recognition 
of English words by speakers of Japanese 

 
15:20 – 15:40 Break 
 
15:40 – 16:20 Katie Drager (University of Hawaii) 

Phonetic variation in the Hawaiian word kēia 
 
16:25 – 17:05 Timothy J. Vance (National Institute for Japanese Language and  

Linguistics) 
Is Spanish stress perceived as Japanese vowel length? 

 
17:05 – 17:10 Closing remarks 


